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From my orderly sequence, the ranks of the Conservatives looked
shattered and broken. Even the Times had to admit
that * Dexterity was a special characteristic of the speech:
as it has been of his conduct throughout the whole
controversy/

" He ended :

" ' I am accustomed, as Lord Grey was accustomed,
to be accused of breach of the Constitution, and even of
treachery to the Crown. I confess that I am not in the
least sensitive to this cheap and ill-informed form of
vituperation. It has been my privilege, now I think
unique, to serve, in close and confidential relations, three
successive British Sovereigns. My conscience tells me
that in that capacity, many and great as have been my
failings and shortcomings, I have consistently striven to
uphold the dignity and just privileges of the Crown. But
I hold my office, not only by favour of the Crown, but by the
confidence of the whole people. And I should be guilty
indeed of treason if, in this supreme moment of a great
struggle, I were to betray their trust.'

" When he sat down the whole Liberal Party rose and
applauded him, and it seemed as if the cheers would never
cease/*

End of Diary quotation

The end is soon told. The Bill reached the House of
Lords in a state of confusion. There were Die-hards and
other Peers who were fighting each other; friend attacked
friend, and the issue remained uncertain until the last
moment. Some of Lord Murray's possible Peers watched
from the gallery, hoping for rejection, the Archbishop of
Canterbury was cursed and blessed, as he moved from
group to group, persuading and pleading with each to
abstain.

Amid passionate excitement the Bill was finally
passed by a majority of 17. Most of the Peers abstained
from voting.